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and kind man whose conscientious matter led
him to once fill a 43 page opinion with 403
footnotes.

Judge Robinson was bestowed with many
honors during his life for his work in civil rights
and commitment to community. In his home
State of Virginia, the Old Dominion Bar Asso-
ciation gave him its President’s Award in
1988. The National Bar Association honored
him with its Wiley A. Branton Award in 1993.
In 1995, Mr. Robinson was honored in the Vir-
ginia Power/North Carolina Power ‘‘Strong
Men and Women, Excellence in Leadership’’
educational series. He also received an honor-
ary doctorate of laws in 1986 from New York
Law School, for his efforts ‘‘to achieve true
equality under the law for all Americans’’ and
addressing ‘‘the conscience of the nation.’’

In his personal life, Judge Robinson was an
accomplished woodworker and an amateur ar-
chitect who designed his own split-level home
in Richmond. He loved fishing so much that
the built his own fishing boat in his basement
in 1953 and utilized it for 25 years.

Judge Robinson is survived by his wife,
Marian Wilkerson Robinson; a son,
Spottswood W. Robinson IV of Richmond; a
daughter, Nina Govan of Greenbelt, MD; and
a sister, Mrs. Isadore Burke of Freeport, Baha-
mas.

Judge Spottswood W. Robinson, III, is gone,
but his legacy shall remain. His hard work and
dedication paved the way for those of us who
came after him. As an African-American male,
an attorney, and an elected member of this
esteemed body, it is incumbent upon me to
honor Judge Robinson for allowing me to
tread mightily in his footsteps.
f

DIANE MEDINA’S ‘‘COMMUNITY
EXCELLENCE AWARD’’
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OF TEXAS
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Wednesday, October 14, 1998

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring a leading His-
panic in the entertainment industry, Diane Me-
dina, the Director of Diversity Programs for the
Walt Disney Company. Next month, Diane will
be honored by the Latino Entertainment Media
Institute’s Community Excellence Award.

The Latino Entertainment Media Institute is
a non-profit organization which follows and
speaks to the issue of Hispanics in the enter-
tainment industry. Their theme this year is:
‘‘Investing in our Image.’’

Diane Medina is uniquely qualified for this
award. Her entire life she has worked to bring
Hispanics into the entertainment industry
across a wide swath of opportunities that cur-
rently exist. She was born and raised in
Southern California, where she has worked in
the industry for over 25 years. She worked at
ABC in Human Resources and diversity, mov-
ing to the Walt Disney Company after they
bought ABC.

Walt Disney knew a good thing when they
saw it. Diane has immersed herself in the non-
profits associated with the industry which ad-
vocate a larger inclusion of Hispanics in Holly-
wood. She sits on boards for the following
non-profits dealing with issues pertaining to
Hispanics in the entertainment industry: the
Imagen Foundation, Nosotros, Latino

Entrtainment Media Institute, National Hispanic
Foundation for the Arts, Hispanic Academy of
Media Arts and Sciences, the National Council
of La Raza (host of the Alma Awards), and
many others.

Just last month during Hispanic Heritage
Month events, Diane and I discussed the di-
rection of one of the non profits with whom we
both have worked, and, as always, I was im-
pressed with her passion and her commitment
to the prospect of including Hispanics in the
entertainment industry at all levels, from on-
camera talent, to behind-the-camera talent, to
the business suites of the studios.

Diane and I share a common philosophy
about how to accomplish our goal of getting
more Hispanics in the entertainment industry.
We both believe that if you appeal to the bet-
ter angels of those you are trying to convince,
you get more done. My grandfather used to
tell me that you get more flies with honey than
with vinegar.

Diane knows, from her position inside the
industry, that if the Hispanic presence is to
change, so, too, must the voices doing the
presentation. We are both persuaded that the
very best way to increase that presence is to
approach both the industry and the community
with reasoned voices.

I ask my colleagues to join me in commend-
ing Diane for her role in increasing the number
of Hispanics throughout the industry, and for
being a role model for those who aspire to be
part of the entertainment industry.
f
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute to
Congressman HENRY B. GONZALEZ who will be
retiring from the House of Representatives at
the end of this session. As the Dean of the
Texas delegation, he has been a remarkable
representative for his district, for Texas, and
for the entire Nation.

Throughout his career Congressman GON-
ZALEZ has never failed to stand up for the
rights of others. For over 40 years, beginning
in the Texas legislature and throughout his ca-
reer in the United States House of Represent-
atives he has stood up for minorities. More-
over, he has continually spoken out for im-
proved educational, economic and housing op-
portunities for the Nation. His legendary cour-
age to stand by his principles, and singularly
take on controversial positions in the national
interest are an inspiration to all Americans.

Moreover, we should all be grateful for his
skilled leadership as Chairman of the House
Banking Committee. His oversight and inves-
tigative skills steered our Nation through one
of the most serious financial periods of our
Nation. Through his insightful and decisive ac-
tions he brought about meaningful solutions to
the devastating multibillion dollar savings and
loan crisis. Additionally, he averted a similar
crisis in the banking industry with important
legislative reforms with an overhaul of our sys-
tem of deposit insurance.

Furthermore, as the first Mexican-American
Congressional Representative from Texas, he

has been an inspiration for Hispanics and all
Americans. He stands as a model of a person
having the courage to sometimes stand alone
and blaze a new trail in the name of public
service. He is an example of the American
ideal that one person can truly make a dif-
ference. His powerful voice spoke out for the
hopes and dreams of millions of Americans,
and his level of dedication and commitment is
a standard for all Members of Congress.

I am proud to say that I have known Con-
gressman GONZALEZ for many years. I am
even more proud to have had the opportunity
to serve with him as a Member of the 105th
Congress. Congressman GONZALEZ is a per-
son whose strength of character and tenacity
I admire and respect.

As he leaves this legislative body, his inde-
pendent spirit will forever remain in this cham-
ber. We will always remember Congressman
HENRY B. GONZALEZ as a fierce advocate for
the highest American ideals. His 37 years of
service are filled with distinction and accom-
plishments, and his constituents can be proud
of sending a legendary advocate for his district
and for all Americans.

Congressman HENRY B. GONZALEZ, I wish
you well in your future pursuits, and know that
you leave a powerful legacy of tirelessly work-
ing for the betterment of America.
f
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Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that I rise today to support this
resolution. I say this not as a Republican, not
as a New Yorker, but as a person who loves
this great country and all it represents.

Earlier today, the gentleman from New York,
Mr. NADLER, stated in essence: ‘‘This matter
will be the most divisive issue this nation has
faced since Vietnam.’’ While I do not question
the gentleman from New York’s belief that he
believes this to be true, I do take exception to
the comparison and respectfully disagree.
Here is why during the Vietnam war, as has
been the case with every war or military con-
flict since our nation’s birth, men and women
were sent overseas with a willingness to die
for freedom, liberty and to defend the rule of
law. In the case before us, the President of
the United States has been charged with vio-
lating the rule of law that so many Americans
have died for and are still willing to die for at
a moments notice all over the globe. The
same rule of law that we must ensure applies
equally to every single American, including the
President of the United States.

This matter goes to the very heart and soul
of what America is all about. This matter will
determine whether we defend the Constitution,
or destroy it. I hope and pray that each distin-
guished Member of this body places America
first and that each Member sees through the
clouds of rhetoric to uphold the rule of law.
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It is the rule of law that unifies this country.

It is the rule of law that allows each American
the opportunity to enjoy and to pursue what
our founding fathers and every generation of
Americans since have always hoped for—that
each American be entitled to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. If we, indeed, cherish
the notions of personal freedom and individual
liberty granted to every single American, then
we will seek to vindicate the rule of law and
proceed with this matter with all deliberate
speed and an unbreakable bond with each
other towards fairness, equity and justice for
each party involved, including the President of
the United States.

Mr. Speaker, too many Americans have
died to defend these principles we hold so sa-
cred. Too many generations of Americans
have given so much to wish reluctantly that
this matter just disappear. Just as important,
Mr. Speaker, with the Almighty blessing, gen-
erations of Americans yet unborn will look
back to this day and claim this to be one of
America’s finest hours, not as a sideshow that
some are trying to depict this as.

Each Member of this body still must main-
tain an obligation and responsibility to be
bound to our oath of office, the same oath of
office voluntarily taken by the President of the
United States. Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I
support this resolution.
f
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Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to rise in support of the conference report on
H.R. 2281.

Through this legislation, we extend new pro-
tections to copyright owners to help them
guard against the theft of their works in the
digital era. At the same time, we preserve the
critical balance in the copyright law between
the rights of copyright owners and users by
also including strong fair use and other provi-
sions for the benefits of libraries, universities,
and information consumers generally.

I am pleased to advise my colleagues that
many of the compromises achieved in this leg-
islation reflect the work of the Commerce
Committee. I want to underscore my apprecia-
tion for the leadership of Chairman BLILEY and
Ranking Member DINGELL in successfully
crafting balanced legislation both in the Com-
mittee and as conferees.

I want to highlight briefly several provisions
addressing fair use and the effect of this legis-
lation on consumer electronics devices, com-
puters and other technologies. These provi-
sions are fundamental to the balance that the
conferees have achieved in this measure.

First, the conferees included a provision
which ensures that the legislation’s prohibition
against circumvention of copy protection tech-
nologies in digital works does not thwart the
exercise of fair use and other rights by all
users. This safeguard requires that the Librar-
ian of Congress, in consultation with the Reg-
ister of Copyrights and the National Tele-
communications and Information Administra-
tion of the Commerce Department, conduct

proceedings periodically to determine if these
rights are being adversely affected by copy
protection technologies in the digital age. If the
Librarian of Congress determines that non-
infringing uses of certain classes of copyright
works are, or are likely to be, adversely af-
fected, then the measure’s prohibition against
circumvention of copy protection technologies
shall not apply to users with respect to those
works.

Second, with respect to consumer elec-
tronics devices and other equipment, the con-
ferees included a ‘‘no mandate’’ provision
which should reassure manufacturers of future
digital telecommunications, consumer elec-
tronics and computing products that they have
the design freedom to choose parts and com-
ponents in designing and building new equip-
ment. Read together with other provisions of
the measure and other parts of the relevant
legislative history, the ‘‘no mandate’’ provision
confirms that Congress does not intend to re-
quire equipment manufacturers to design new
digital telecommunications equipment, con-
sumer electronics and computing products to
respond to any particular copy protection tech-
nology.

Third, the conferees also clarified that man-
ufacturers, retailers and professional services
can make ‘‘playability’’ adjustments to their
equipment without fear of liability. Recognizing
that, whether introduced unilaterally or after a
multi-industry development process, a copy
protection technology might cause playability
problems, the conferees explicitly stated that
makers or servicers of consumer electronics,
telecommunications or computing products
can mitigate these problems without being
deemed to have violated the measure’s prohi-
bition against circumvention of a copy protec-
tion technology. Equipment manufacturers
should thus be able to make product adjust-
ments without fear of liability, and retailers and
professional servicers should not feel bur-
dened with the threat of litigation in repairing
videocassette recorders and other popular
products for their customers.

Taken together, these provisions dem-
onstrate that the legislation is not intended to
diminish core fair use and other rights that
have always been recognized in our copyright
law. These provisions confirm that the meas-
ure does not limit the development and use of
consumer electronics, telecommunications,
and computer products used by libraries, uni-
versities, schools and consumers everyday for
perfectly legitimate purposes.

In short, with these and the other changes
made to preserve the rights of information
consumers, the conferees have produced a
bill worthy of our support. I commend their ef-
forts in achieving this careful compromise.
f

VETERANS’ BENEFITS
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 1998
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Saturday, October 10, 1998
Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, we have unfortu-

nately come to the point of impasse with the
other body over efforts to wrap up veterans’
legislation in the 105th Congress.

The House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee have reached agreement on a

wide-ranging package of veterans’ program
enhancements in our usual bipartisan fashion.

The House is ready to act on that agree-
ment.

However, there seems to be difficulty in the
other body because certain Members may dis-
agree with the compromises agreed to by the
two veterans’ committees.

We should not have come to this point, Mr.
Speaker.

The House has worked diligently this year
on veterans’ legislation.

We have passed bills in a timely fashion:
two bills in the month of March, two bills in
May, and two in early August.

In contrast, the other body did not bring a
veterans’ bill to the floor until the last day of
September.

They are still trying to bring up various bills
under unanimous consent but holds are being
placed on some of them for one reason or an-
other.

This puts the House in the difficult position
of facing the need to try one last time in this
session to move a bill which includes all the
agreements reached between the two Veter-
ans’ Affairs Committees.

Passage of House amendments to the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 4110 will provide the
Senate the opportunity to either send this en-
tire package to the President for his signature
or kill the bill, including the cost-of-living ad-
justment for veterans service-connected dis-
ability payments. I want to make it very clear
to House Members and Members in the other
body that I will not ask the House to take any
further action on this legislation this year.

The House has done its job, more than
once.

The other chamber should clear this bill for
the President to sign.

We should be forthright and sincere about
our efforts on behalf of veterans rather than
engaging in brinkmanship over the provisions
on one particular piece of legislation.

I hope we can avoid this situation in the fu-
ture, Mr. Speaker.

The House Committee would like to work
with the other body next year to reach agree-
ment on individual bills during the course of
the session.

Waiting until the very last minute to act on
bills risks our entire work product on behalf of
veterans.

I believe this bill is an excellent package of
program enhancements for veterans.

It clearly demonstrates action by Congress
to fulfill our Nation’s commitment to those who
have sacrificed in defense of freedom.

This bill includes:
Significant progress toward improving health

care to Persian Gulf war veterans;
An independent scientific evaluation by the

National Academy of Science of the potential
health effects of risk factors veterans may
have been exposed to in the Gulf war;

An increase in pensions for those incredible
heroes who earned the Congressional Medal
of Honor;

A new innovative loan guarantee program
for multifamily transitional housing for home-
less veterans;

Burial benefits and national cemetery eligi-
bility for World War II merchant mariners;

Increasing the Federal share for establishing
State veterans’ cemeteries to one-hundred
percent;

Extending VA home loan eligibility for guard
and reservists through the year 2003;
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